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The Boston and Cambridge Environment

MIT is in Cambridge, Massachusetts, on the north bank of the
Charles River, facing the city of Boston. With over 118,000 people
located within a 6.26 square mile area, Cambridge is a unique
community with a strong mix of cultural, demographic, and social
diversity; intellectual vitality; and technological innovation. The
city's diversity is reflected in its international community, with nine
percent of residents being foreign born. Well known as the residence
of MIT and Harvard, Cambridge is home to many students and
professionals. About 40% of its residents are college and graduate
students.

The city's largest employment sectors are higher education,
government, biotechnology, and healthcare. Cambridge is home to
more than 300 life-science and technology-related companies. The
Kendall Square neighborhood is a renowned hub of innovation of
entrepreneurship.

Boston's Museum of Science and Museum of Fine Arts, the Isabella
Stewart Gardner Museum, the New England Conservatory of Music,
Symphony Hall, the New England Aquarium, and the Boston Public
Library, as well as Fenway Park and TD Garden for professional
baseball, basketball, hockey, and concerts are all within a two-mile
radius of the MIT campus. Students can also travel easily to Boston's
theater district, where Broadway plays are previewed and local
productions are staged.

Among the cultural organizations enriching life in the area are the
Boston Symphony Orchestra, the Boston Pops, the Boston Ballet
Company, the Opera Company of Boston, the Boston Center for the
Arts, Boston University's Huntington Theatre Company, the Loeb
Drama Center, and the American Repertory Theater.

MIT is one of more than 50 schools located in the Boston area,
including Boston College, Boston University, Brandeis University,
Harvard University, Lesley University, Northeastern University,
Simmons College, Tus University, Wellesley College, and many
specialized professional art and music schools. The concentration of
academic, cultural, and intellectual activity in this area is one of the
most signicant in the country.

An hour or two away from MIT by car are the mountains of Vermont
and New Hampshire, the ocean beaches of Cape Cod, the lakes
and rivers of Maine, the small clusters of shing towns along
the New England coast, and many places of historical interest in
Massachusetts alone—Salem, Sturbridge, Lexington, Concord, and
Plymouth. With its varied landscapes and four distinct seasons,
New England oers unlimited possibilities for recreation—skiing,
mountain climbing, hiking, sailing, canoeing, kayaking, swimming,
and camping.
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